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the light of the gatekeeper's torch and of the cresset that was always burning under the gateway, the Duke recognized in the rider's hat the famous cross of Lorraine, which the Cardinal had made the badge of their partisans. He sent one of the men-at-arms, who stood in the ante-room, to say that the newcomer was to be admitted; and he went to the head of the stairs to meet him, followed by his brother.
a What is the news, my dear Simeuse? " asked the Duke, with the charming manner he always had for a soldier, as he recognized the Commandant of Gien.
" The Connetable is entering Pithiviers; he left Ecouen with fifteen hundred horse and a hundred gentlemen------"
" Have they any following? " said the Duke.
" Yes, Monseigneur," replied Simeuse. " There are two thousand six hundred of them in all. Some say that Thore is behind with a troop of infantry. If Montmorency amuses himself with waiting for his son, you have time before you to undo him."
"And that is all you know? Are his motives for this rush to arms commonly reported ? "
" Anne speaks as little as he writes; do you go and meet him, brother, while I will greet him here with his nephew's head," said the Cardinal, ordering an attendant to fetch Robertet.
" Vieilleville," cried the Duke to the Marshal, who came in, " the Connetable de Montmorency has dared to take up arms. If I go out to meet him, will you be responsible for keeping order in the town? "
" The instant you are out of it, the townsfolk will rise; and who can foresee the issue of a fray between horsemen and citizens in such narrow streets? " replied the Marshal.
" My lord! " said Robertet, flying up the stairs, " the Chancellor is at the gates, and insists on coming in; are we to admit him? "
" Yes, admit him," said the Cardinal de Lorraine. " The Constable and the Chancellor together would be too dangerous ; we must keep them apart. We were finely tricked by the Queen-mother when we elected 1'Hopital to the office."
Robertet nodded to a captain who awaited the reply at